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By Michael Verdon

Breakout Boat

With the new 318CC, EdgeWater is running with the big dogs.

reaking the size barrier in a boat

brand can be a tricky proposi-

tion. Besides trving to keep the
family resemblance of a brand, there
are questions about how many new
features the builder should add, how
long or short the options list should
be, and how much extra length is nec-
essary to keep the brand loyalists in the

fold without making the boat wo large.

Building boats is all about building the
right stairs so owners can move up
without falling through the cracks.
EdgeWater is a Florida builder that
has built a lineup of boats ranging
from 15 to 26 feet during the last eight
or nine vears. The line’s styling and
quality has attracted owners that can
reasonably compare their boats to a
Boston Whaler or Grady-White of
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similar sizes, though EdgeWater boats
have a more classical center console
look than the more stylized profiles of
the other two brands.

The new 318CC has maintained the

EdgeWater profile — a straight and
narrow hull with curves around the
cockpit — while taking a big step up
from the next-smallest model, the 263,
Super-sizing 6 feet could be a gamble
for any manufacturer that’s never built
a hoat this large, but the designers got
it right, This is much more than a 26
on steroids — the 318CC brings the
company to a whole new level.

There are a few rough edges and
minor design nitpicks, but overall, the
boat is proof that EdgeWater can play
with the big boys in the 30-foot-plus
range. Boating World took a half-day

test drive out of Ponce Inlet near New
Smyrna Beach, Florida, as well as
extended walkarounds of the 318CC at
the Ft. Lauderdale boat show last
November, and recently at Brewers
Marina in Old Saybrook, Connecticut.

The first impression, all three times,
was consistent: great-looking boat at
the dock with a light-blue-and-white
hull and twin Yamaha 250 4-strokes
on the transom. The T-top, powder-
coated aluminum handrails and leaning
post add the touch of class that defines
the brand. A definite head-turner.

But it’s more than a pretty face, as
we find out in the ocean. The water
on this day isn’t extreme, but the
confused 2-foot chop gives a sense of
how the boat will handle in big bays
or along the coast. There’s a solidity




to the boat that yvou can feel in the
chop. The pounding is minimal, but
even when we come down off a wave
top, the landing is solid, not tinny. The
6,500-pound boat handles nicely in
turns without losing its tracking, and
settles into a friendly cruise speed of
about 25 mph (15 gallons per hour) in

the waves. You could also throttle back
to 3000 rpm and burn about 12.1 gph
for a more fuel-efficient cruise speed of
14.8 mph. At 1000 rpm, the 318CC

burns about 2.4 gph, making extended
trolling a gas-saving option,
The matching helm and companion

seats both measure 19 inches by 24 inches,

and though the wheel’s on the left (which
takes a little getting used to), visibility
from the helm is good. The wraparound
seats are cushy, with great padding for the
bumpy ride out to the fishing grounds.
There’s not time for fishing during the
test, but the amenities on the boat are
extensive and well-laid out. It’s a fishing
boat that’s family-friendly rather than the
other way around.

While running the boat, you quickly
see its functionality. There’s an overhead
electronics box and good space on the
console for displays, an Edson stainless-
steel dlt wheel with power knob, a canvas

enclosure overhead for PFDs and a
Ritchie compass. The area feels non-clut-
tered and functional — and protective
against waves that come over the side.
The test boat is loaded with about
$25,000 worth of options, including big-
ticket items like the hardrop ($7,900), alu-
minum leaning post with 150-quart Frigid
Rigid Cooler (§4,461), and 18-inch Taco
Radial Outriggers with crank adjustment
integrated into the hardrop ($3,963).
Some options are necessary; others, like

the cushioned bow table with electrie
pedestal (§2,915) definitely fall into the
“luxury” category. EdgeWater could con-
sider making the trim tab indicators
(5389) a standard item, since the Lenco
trim tabs already come standard.

But EdgeWater wanted to show that
the boat could come fully loaded, and the
list of standard features is decent, includ-
ing a 66-gallon transom baitwell/fishbox,
a second 28-gallon transom baitwell,
lockable rod storage, VacuFlush head
with pumpout and many small nice
touches. The quality is there. You see it
in the layout of the cockpit (130 square
feet), especially aft, which has 77 inches
by 101 inches of open deck space, and
27-inch high gunwales. The walkthrough
to the transom on the starboard side is
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THE VERDICT

Form meets function and fishability
on this 31-footer. Handling is solid,
with minimal pounding in chop and
nice handling in turns. There are a
few small warts in the design, but
overall the 318CC is a huge leap for-
ward for EdgeWater.

EdgeWater 318CC

LOA 31'10*
Beam 10'2"
Weight 6,500 Ibs. (w/o engine)
Fuel 300
Top Speed 51.1 mph
{w/twin 250-hp Yamaha 4-strokes)
Time To Plane 7.7 seconds
0-30 mph 8.7 seconds
Decibels @ Idle 65 dB-A
30 mph 94 dB-A
WOT 96 dB-A
Base Price $148,038
{w/twin 250-hp Yamaha 4-strokes)
Price As Tested $177,120
(w/twin 250-hp Yamaha 4-strokes)
Hull Warranty Limited Lifetime
NMMA Certified? Yes

EdgeWater Power Boats
211 Dale Street
Edgewater, FL 32132
(386) 426-5457
www.ewboats.com







